Extensive attempts to demonstrate a hemagglutinin of respiratory syncytial virus by both hemagglutination and hemadsorption tests failed. Hemagglutination tests were performed with red blood cells from 12 different animal species and at various temperatures and pH.
Although respiratory syncytial (RS) virus contains surface projections morphologically similar to the myxoviruses (11, 15) , a hemagglutinin (HA) has never been demonstrated. The search for an HA has not been extensive (1-3, 12, 13) . In fact, only supernatant fluids of one RS virusinfected cell line were tested with human type 0, chicken, and guinea pig red blood cells (RBC) , and the effect of temperature and pH were not evaluated. It is known that the hemagglutination of some viruses depends upon specific RBC, pH, and temperature requirements, e.g., arboviruses (4), adenoviruses (7), rabies (8) , and rubella viruses (9, 19) . It has also been shown that some viruses require serum-free media (8, 9) for HA development in cell culture or media supplemented with serum treated to remove nonspecific inhibitors to hemagglutination (19 In these experiments, several methods of HA production were evaluated. Furukawa et al. (6) found that rubella virus HA in infected BHK-21 cell culture could be released from serum inhibition by binding divalent cations with ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA). Norrby (14) showed that Tween-80-ether treatment would increase HA activity of measles virus. Stewart et al. (19) Although not successful, we feel the results of our extensive experiments may benefit other workers engaged in similar attempts.
